[The role of procalcitonin in the patient assessment after surgical procedures].
In the group of 450 patients operated in the Cardiosurgical Department of the Faculty Hospital in Plzen during the period from III/2003 till XI/2003, 1451 samples were collected to examine the following-procalcitonin levels (PCT), white blood cell counts (Leu) and C-reactive protein levels (CRP). The findings were assessed with respect to the respective patient's clinical status, and any correlation between procedures with extracorporeal circulation (MO), signs of inflammation, septic and non-septic serious complications and between the above mentioned markers levels, was searched. It was detected, that the PCT levels correlated well with the clinical signs of inflammation and sepsis, as well as with the non-inflammatory complications. The CRP and Leu changes were not statistically significant and their levels are commonly increased by the surgical procedure itself.